A Brief Introduction of Beijing
--The Capital Museum of Beijing, China

  If you want to know something about Beijing, the capital of China, the best way is to visit the Capital Museum in Beijing. With its magnificent architecture, abundant exhibitions, advanced technology, and complete functions, the Capital Museum, large and modern, makes its contribution to the titles such as “famous historical and cultural city”, “cultural center”, and “international metropolis” of Beijing. As follows, I will show you some information about the Museum.

Architecture
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	The most attractive thing about the Capital Museum is the architecture. The architectural design concept of the Capital Museum is “Based on human and cultural heritages to serve the society” and underlines “Harmonious integration of past and present, history and modernism, art and nature”.


	[image: image2.jpg]



	
	There are three independent constructions within the new museum; they are respectively, the Rectangular Exhibition Hall, the Oval Exhibition Hall and the quadrate Office & Scientific Research Building.



According to a Chinese traditional custom, there are 12 animals, representing the twelve Earthly Branches. They are used to symbolize the year in which a person is born, and pigs symbolize 2007. Happy Pig year, everyone!

Abundant Exhibitions
   The positioning of exhibits in the Capital Museum determines its exhibition type: regular exhibitions, exhibitions of fine artistic collection, and temporary exhibitions.
1. Regular Exhibitions
Ancient Capital Beijing— History and Culture:
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The splendid and glorious Chinese culture with a history of several thousand years fully and typically manifested in Beijing. 
   The exhibition consists of several parts: the Dawn of civilization, the Founding of the City-State, the National Significance of the City, capital city of the Emperor, international metropolis, and the Republic of China. 

   I bet that you will be dazzled as soon as you go there, because the exhibition about treasures is definitely wonderful.
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Ancient Capital Beijing — Urban Construction
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Beijing was gradually becoming a political center since it had been established. Besides that, Beijing is the capital of a unified nation of many ethnic groups and an international metropolis.

As a historical city, Beijing also noted for its amazing urban construction. The Forbidden City, for instance, was the palace of the Emperor, and it is one of the most glorious palaces ever. The ancient villa was also delicate, and you can enjoy its model.

[image: image9.jpg]



Old Stories of Beijing — Exhibition of Old Beijing Folk Customs
       The stories of the Capital City-Old Stories of Beijing — Exhibition of Old Beijing Folk Customs Exhibition is themed on “Dragon and Phoenix, Son and daughter”, ”Longevity and Fortune”, etc.
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To Chinese, nothing can compare with family. What’s more, the most important, is always  being grateful, especially towards one’s parents.
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      You can catch a hint of old customs of Beijing though these pictures.
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      As you see, these exhibitions show the splendid and glorious Beijing culture, which has constantly evolved and gradually formed a glorious history of development. 

2. Exhibitions of fine artistic collections
  Exhibitions of fine artistic collections include Ancient Chinaware, Ancient Beijing Bronze Art, Ancient Calligraphy, Ancient Paintings, Ancient Jade Ware, Ancient Buddha Statues, and Gadgets of Studies. The seven exhibitions of fine artistic collection and “Old Stories of Beijing — Exhibition of Old Beijing Folk Customs” serve as supplements and expansions to present the Beijing culture.
  Selected works of ancient porcelain art

     Porcelain is a great invention of the ancient Chinese people. In addition, I think it took a essential place in the history of Chinese art. 

The exhibition reflects the phases of development in the history of Chinese porcelain as well as the development of Beijing’s history.

   Selected works of ancient jade art

      As a Chinese old saying goes, the value of Jade is invaluable. The exhibition of jade art is very attractive, and it aims to reflect the diversity of jade art in the local culture of Beijing. Beijing’s capital culture in respect of jade art features the concentration of fine jade and masterpieces.
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Selected works of ancient stationery and other study utensils

    The Chinese, even today, have a special liking of study utensils. In addition, calligraphy is not just for communication, but also for appreciating. Maybe that’s the reason why Chinese take elegant study utensils as precious items.
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    The exhibition features the four treasures in the study room, i.e. writing brush, ink stick, ink slab, and paper.
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    In the development of Beijing’s culture, the literati’s study culture, with its unique charms, has added to the splendor of the culture of this ancient capital city, carried the essence of history, and cultures of various ethnic groups over the past thousands of years. It has also gathered exquisite cultural crystals from various regions.
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	The exhibition reflects the spirit unique to the ancient capital of orient civilization amid famous historical and cultural cities all over the world.


Advanced Technology

    Collection, exhibition, and research are the major functions of museums. The new Capital Museum fully refers to and adopts advanced technologies of construction of museums around the world. It also is the top of class in China in these three aspects.
  To be personal, the most amazing is this museum’s Digital Museum Project including Multi-function Hall, Digital Movie Hall and Central Ritual Hall.

  Multi-function Hall: The Multi- function Hall is equipped with the most advanced technology in China such as systems for Multilanguage simultaneous interpretation, digital movie playing, conference voting, and special website for conference room etc.
    Digital Movie Hall: A very wide arc that is a visual screen is capable of displaying digital films in high definition, and the displaying equipment is with the highest definition; the first film that will be shown is “Glorious Beijing”; 3D digital films will be produced in the future.

  Central Ritual Hall: With an area of 2,000m2 and a height of 34m, integrating prominently both Chinese cultural characteristics and modern sense, the Central Ritual Hall is an ideal site for ritual and cultural activities of large scale.
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