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College Preparation

It's never too early to think about college preparation -- about the benefits of a college education and about the ways to put college within reach.

Take the right courses
The first thing colleges look at is your high school record. Freshman year is when you should start planning what your transcript will look like when you graduate. 
	· English: four years 

· Math: three or four years 

· Foreign language: two or three years 
	· Science: three or four years (two lab sciences) 

· Social studies: three or four years 



Do your best on admissions tests SAT and / or ACT
Information, registration and schedules SAT and ACT. Start to review for SAT and ACT in the beginning of high school.
· SAT – www.collegeboard.com
· ACT – www.act.org
Preparation for the SAT and ACT -  Start as early as 9th grade but at least 6 months before taking test. There are many different options with range of cost and level of intensity:

· Prep books for purchase at bookstores/online or check out for FREE at local public library

· CD ROM/Download programs with strategies and practice questions on SAT/ACT websites

· Prep Courses – Kaplan www.kaplan.com and Princeton Review www.review.com
Pursue extracurricular opportunities

· School extracurricular opportunities: sports, art, music/band, drama , etc. 

· Community activities

· Job experiences 

· Leadership Opportunities
Choosing schools

There are multiple things to consider when picking schools

· Consider factors such as 2 year vs 4 year program, size, academics – possible majors/job training, extracurriculars, and distance from home when narrowing down your choices.

· Remember that the right school for you is not necessarily the "best" one you can get into, but the one that you'll find yourself succeeding at during your time there.

· You should select a range of schools. Some may be a reach for you to get into. Others will be relatively sure bets, or "safety" schools.  Minimum of 3 schools and no more than 8 schools.

· Parents, counselors, teachers, and coaches can offer some great perspectives on choosing a school. Don't be afraid to ask

· Do a college search - www.collegeview.com, www.collegeboard.com/csearch,  www.usnews.com/usnews/edu/college/cohome.htm
Applying to schools 

From the application itself to your essay and recommendations, this is the time to make yourself standout as a candidate
· Write to or email schools for applications

· Write a winning essay

· Get your applications submitted in a timely fashion

· Be in contact with the admissions office of the schools you are interested in through phone calls/email 

Examples of Jobs Requiring College Preparation

	Two-Year College
(Associate Degree)
	Four-Year College
(Bachelor's Degree)
	More Than Four Years
(Various Graduate Degrees)

	Computer Technician
Surveyor
Registered Nurse: associate degree and LPN
Dental Hygienist
Medical Laboratory Technician
Commercial Artist
Hotel/Restaurant Manager
Engineering Technician
Automotive Mechanic
Administrative Assistant
Water and Wastewater Treatment
Plant Operator
Heating, Air-Conditioning,
and Refrigeration Technician
	Teacher
Accountant
FBI Agent
Engineer
Journalist
Insurance Agent
Pharmacist
Computer Systems Analyst
Dietitian
Writer
Investment Banker
Graphic Designer
Social Worker
Public Relations Specialist
	Lawyer
Doctor
Architect
Scientist
University Professor
Economist
Psychologist
Priest or Rabbi
Dentist
Veterinarian
Public Policy Analyst
Geologist
Zoologist
Management Consultant


